GLBTI Resource Center celebrates director's 5th year of service at UCSC

Deb Abbott, a UCSC Porter alumna, celebrates her fifth year as the founding Director of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Resource Center. 

Deb Abbott's task has been the development of the GLBTRC into an important campus center where queer and queer friendly students can come to socialize, study, meet people and plan and rally around issues (like creating a GLBT minor). In her words, "the goal of the Center is to create a place where you don't have to identify as queer to be comfortable." This philosophy is balanced with the knowledge that the Center must first be a place were students who do identify as queer can come and find a place that is "safe and welcoming" and where they can come to find out about events and services on campus. 

An extensively published and highly regarded writer of fiction, poetry, essays, and reviews, she co-edited the book, From Wedded Wife to Lesbian Life, and has made numerous presentations and speeches on GLBT issues. Deb holds a master's degree in psychology. In addition, she has taught psychology at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

Deb has been an advocate around disability and health issues. She was cofounder and first executive director of Santa Cruz's groundbreaking women's cancer organization, WomenCARE, where she helped develop the Latina Outreach Program, a support group for Chicana Latina women with breast cancer. 

Deb encourages students who come to the Center to get involved and help build a sense of inclusion on the campus by joining a student group and building bridges with other campus units. Various student groups currently conduct their meetings at the center, and Deb would love the center to become a meeting place for queer staff and students who do not identify as queer but who have grown up in queer families, as well as all student groups who would like to use the space.

