TUTOR TRAINING CLASS
PEER OBSERVATION AND WRITE-UP

Purpose: 

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to gain new insight and explore new ways of implementing interactive learning strategies to assist students to become independent learners, while addressing their questions and concerns regarding course content.  Watching another educator is an excellent way to learn more about yourself, students, and the teaching-learning dynamic.  

Procedure:  

1. Choose an experienced tutor or MSI learning assistant who has taken the class previously and arrange to observe one of his/her sessions.  Please observe a session that is in your area of expertise, the same area for which you are a tutor or an MSI learning assistant.  

2. Arrange a 30-minute pre-observation meting.  During this meeting, talk with the experienced tutor or MSI learning assistant.  Find out his/her goal for the session that you will observe.  Obtain an overview of the students who might attend the session, the general areas of academic strengths and weaknesses that the students seem to be experiencing, and the affective issues that seem to foster or impede the students’ learning.  

3. Observe the session and take notes about what you see.  Focus on both how the tutor/learning assistant structures the session and the responses of the students. If you believe that students’ learned, describe how you knew that they were learning. How was the learning demonstrated?  

4. Download this document from the LSS web site and answer each of the questions on the following page.  
5. If you feel comfortable doing so, talk about the session with the tutor/MSI learning assistant whom you observed.  

Assignment Due Date: Wednesday, February 22nd
Name of Observer/Author ____________________________________

Name of Tutor or MSI Learning Assistant You Observe_____________

Date of the Observation ________________ Location ________________

We expect one or more paragraphs in response to each of the following questions. When evaluating this assignment we will consider the depth and thoughtfulness of your response to each question.  

1. What was the tutor/learning assistant’s goal for the session?  Did he/she make the goal clear to the students? How well do you feel that the goal guided the lesson and to what degree was it accomplished?  

2. Recount what went on during the session.  (When reading this description, your reader should feel that he/she is sitting with you in the room as you observed the session.) 

3. What interactive learning strategies did the tutor/learning assistant use?  How did students react to these strategies?  Was the environment one of interactive learning? Explain. 
 If you believe that students’ learned, describe how you knew that they were learning. How was the learning demonstrated?  

4. What strategies did the tutor/learning assistant use to (a) address students’ affective needs, (b) cultural and/or gender differences, (c) cognitive needs? 

5. What questions did the students’ ask? 

6. What did the students understand and what seemed to be most difficult for them?  Be specific.  

7. What were the strengths of the session? 

8. What did you learn from watching the session, and how will you use what your learned as you plan and implement your own tutoring/MSI sessions?  

All answers should be typed, double spaced.  Be sure to include your name, the name of the person who you observed, and the date, time, and location of the session.  

Assignment Due Date: Wednesday, February 22nd
