
Bleak House Bibliography for 2012 Dickens Universe 
and adjunct conference on 

“Dickens! Author and Authorship in 2012” 
 
 
The recommended text for the Dickens Universe is the 2003 Penguin Classics edition, edited by Nicola 
Bradbury, which contains all of the original Hablot K. Browne illustrations. 
 

Recent biographies 
 
Slater, Michael. Charles Dickens. Yale U. Press, 2010. 
Tomalin, Claire.  Charles Dickens: A Life.  Penguin, 2011. 
Douglas-Fairhurst, Robert. Becoming Dickens: The Invention of a Novelist. Harvard U. Press. 2011. 
 

Books for Weekend Conference on Authorship 
Furneaux, Holly. Queer Dickens: Erotics, Families, Masculinities.  Oxford U. Press, 2010. 
Grossman, Jonathan. Dickens’s Networks: Public Transport and the Novel. Oxford U. Press, 2012. 
Winter, Sarah. The Pleasures of Memory. Fordham U. Press, 2011. 
 

 
Bleak House Criticism (a selected list) 

Note: items marked with a star * are recommended for all Universe participants. 
 

Armstrong, Nancy.  "Fiction in the Age of Photography." Narrative 7 (1999): 37-55. Rpt. as "Foundational 
  Photographs: The Importance of Being Esther,” in Fiction In The Age Of Photography : The Legacy Of 
 British Realism. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard UP, 1999. 
Axton, William. "Esther's Nicknames: A Study in Relevance." Dickensian. 62 (1966): 158-63. 
Bigelow, Gordon. "Market Indicators: Banking and Domesticity in Dickens's Bleak House."ELH 67 (2000):  
  589-615. 
Blake, Kathleen. “Bleak House, Political Economy, Victorian Studies.” Victorian Literature and Culture 25  
  (1997): 1-21. 
Blain, Virginia. "Double Vision and the Double Standard in Bleak House: A Feminist Perspective."   
  Literature and History 11 (1985): 31-46. Rpt. in Bloom and Tambling collections. 
Bloom, Harold, ed. Charles Dickens's Bleak House. New York: Chelsea, 1987. 
Budd, Dona.  "Language Couples in Bleak House."  Nineteenth-Century Literature  49 (1994): 196-220. 
Butt, John and Kathleen Tillotson. "The Topicality of Bleak House." Dickens at Work. London: Methuen,  
  1957. 177-200. 
*Buzard, James. "'Anywhere's Nowhere': Bleak House as Autoethnography." Yale Journal of Criticism 12 (Spring 
 1999): 7-39. Rpt. In Disorienting Fictions: The Autoethnographic Work of Nineteenth-Century Fiction. 
 Princeton: Princeton UP, 2005. 
---.  “Home Ec. with Mrs. Beeton." Raritan 17 (Fall 1997): 121-35. 
Carens, Timothy. “The Civilizing Mission at Home: Empire, Gender, and National Reform in Bleak  
  House.” Dickens Studies Annual 26 (1998): 121-47. 
Case, Allison. “Gender and History in Narrative Theory: The Problem of Rhetorical Distance in David  
  Copperfield and Bleak House.” In A Companion to Narrative Theory, ed. James Phelan and Peter J. 
 Rabinowitz, 312-21. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005. 



Chesterton, G. K. Appreciations and Criticisms of the Works of Charles Dickens. London: J.M. Dent and  
  Son, 1911. 148-59. 
Collins, Philip. A Critical Commentary on Dickens's Bleak House. London, Macmillan, 1971. 
---. Dickens and Crime. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1968. 
Connor, Steven. "Deconstructing Dickens: Bleak House." Charles Dickens. Longman Critical Readers  
  Series. New York: Basil Blackwell, 1985. 59-88. 
Cummings, Katherine. "Bleak House: Remarks on a Daughter's Da." Style 21 (1987):  237-238. Rpt. in The 
 Hysteric's Seduction in Fiction and Theory Stanford : Stanford UP, 1991) and in Tambling collection. 
Daleski, H. M. Dickens and the Art of Analogy. New York: Schocken Books, 1970. His Bleak House ch. rpt.  
  in Gilbert collection. 
---. "Dickens and the Proleptic Uncanny." Dickens Studies Annual 13 (1984): 193-206. 
Danahay, Martin. "Housekeeping and Hegemony in Bleak House." Studies in the Novel 23 (Winter 1991):  416-31. 
Dever, Carolyn "Broken Mirror, Broken Words: Autobiography, Prosopopeia, and the Dead Mother in  Bleak 
House." Studies in the Novel 27 (1995): 42-62. Rpt. in Death and the Mother from Dickens to Freud. Cambridge, 
 U.K.: Cambridge UP, 1998.  
Dyson, A. E., ed. Dickens's Bleak House: A Casebook. Nashville: Aurora Publishers, 1970. 
Eigner, Edwin M. The Metaphysical Novel in England and America: Dickens, Bulwer, Melville, and Hawthorne. 
 Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978. 
---. The Dickens Pantomime. Berkeley: U of California  P, 1989) . 
Ericksen, Donald H. "Bleak House and Victorian Art and Illustration: Charles Dickens's Visual Narrative  
  Style." Journal of Narrative Technique 13, (1983): 31-46. 
Fasick, Laura. "Dickens and the Diseased Body in Bleak House." Dickens Studies Annual 24 (1996):  135-51. 
Frank, Lawrence. "'Through a Glass Darkly,' Esther Summerson and Bleak House." Dickens Studies Annual  4 
 (1975): 91-112. Rpt. in Gilbert Collection. 
Gilbert, Elliot, ed. Critical essays on Charles Dickens's Bleak House. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1989. 
Gomel, Elana. “’Part of the Dreadful Thing’: Urban Chronotope of Bleak House.” Partial Answers 9.2 (June 2011): 
  297-317. 
*Goodlad, Lauren M. E. “Is There a Pastor in the House?: Sanitary Reform and Philanthropy in Dickens’s  
 Mid-Century Fiction.” Victorian Literature and Culture 31 (2003): 525-33. Rpt. In Victorian Literature and 
  the Victorian State: Character and Governance in a Liberal Society. Baltimore: The  Johns Hopkins  
  University Press, 2003.  
Goodman, Marcia Renee. "'I'll Follow the Other': Tracing the (M)Other in Bleak House." Dickens Studies Annual 
  19 (1990): 147-67. 
Graver, Suzanne. "Writing in a 'Womanly' Way and the Double Vision of Bleak House." Dickens Quarterly  4 
  (1987): 3-15. 
Hack, Daniel. “Close Reading at a Distance: The African Americanization of Bleak House.” Critical Inquiry  34. 4 
  (Summer 2008): 729-753. 
---. "'Sublimation Strange': Allegory and Authority in Bleak House."  ELH 66 (Spring 1999): 129-56. 
Hall, Jasmine Yong. "What's Troubling about Esther? Narrating, Policing, and Resisting Arrest in Bleak House." 
  Dickens Studies Annual 22 (1993): 171-94. 
Herbert, Christopher. "The Occult in Bleak House." Novel 17 (1984): 101-15. Rpt. in Bloom collection. 
Hochman, Baruch. "On the Bleakness of Bleak House." In Rereading Texts/Rethinking Critical Presuppositions: 
 Essays in Honour of H. M. Daleski. Ed. Shlomith Rimmon-Kenan, et al. Frankfurt and New York:  Peter 
  Lang, 1997. Rpt. in Baruch Hochman and Ilja Wachs, Dickens: The Orphan Condition. Madison: Fairleigh 
  Dickinson University Press, 1999. 
Hutter, Albert D. "The High Tower of His Mind: Psychoanalysis and the Reader of Bleak House."  Criticism 
  19 (1977): 296-316. Rpt. in Gilbert collection. 



*Jordan, John O. Chapter 3 “Psychoanalysis.” Supposing “Bleak House.” Charlottesville: Univ. of Virginia Press, 
  2011, pp. 44-66. 
---. and Gordon Bigelow. Approaches to Teaching Bleak House. New York: MLA, 2008. 
Korg, Jacob, ed. Twentieth-Century Interpretations of Bleak House: A Collection of Critical Essays. Englewood 
  Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1968. 
Kran, Paul "Signification and Rhetoric in Bleak House." Dickens Studies Annual  26 (1998): 147-67. 
Kucich John. "Action in the Dickens Ending: Bleak House and Great Expectations."Nineteenth-Century  
  Fiction 33 (1978): 88-109. Rpt. in Bloom collection. 
LaCapra, Dominick. "Ideology and Critique in Dickens's Bleak House." Representations 6 (Spring 1984): 116-23. 
 Rpt. in Tambling collection. 
Ledger. Sally. Dickens and the Popular Radical Imagination. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007. 
Levine, Caroline. “Narrative Networks: Bleak House and the Affordances of Form.” Novel 42 (Fall 2009): 517-23. 
Lougy, Robert. “Filth, Liminality, and Abject in Charles Dickens’ Bleak House.” ELH 69 (2002): 473-500. 
Michie, Helena. "'Who is this in pain?': Scarring, Disfigurement, and Female Identity in Bleak House and Our 
  Mutual Friend." Novel 22 (1989): 199-212. 
*Miller, D.A. "Discipline in Different Voices: Bureaucracy, Police, Family, and Bleak House."  Representations 1 
  (1983): 59-89. Rpt. in The Novel and the Police. Berkeley: U of California P, 1988 and in the Tambling 
  collection. 
Miller, J. Hillis. "Introduction," Bleak House. Ed. Norman Page. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1971. Rpt . as 
 "Interpretation in Bleak House," in Victorian Subjects. Durham: Duke UP, 1991 and in Bloom and 
 Tambling collections. 
---.  "Moments of Decision in Bleak House." Cambridge Companion to Charles Dickens. Ed. John O. Jordan  
  Cambridge, UK.: Cambridge UP, forthcoming 2001. DJ 
Nabokov, Vladimir. Lectures on Literature. Ed. Fredson Bowers. New York : Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1980. 
Newsom, Robert. "The Uncanny." Dickens on the Romantic Side of Familiar Things: Bleak House and the Novel 
 Tradition. New York: Columbia UP, 1977. Rpt. Santa Cruz: The Dickens Project, 1988. DJ  Ch. 3 rpt. In 
  Gilbert collection. 
---.  "Villette and Bleak House: Authorizing Women."  Nineteenth-Century Literature 46 (June 1991):  54-81. 
Ousby, Ian. "The Broken Glass: Vision and Comprehension in Bleak House." Nineteenth-Century Fiction 29 
 (1975): 381-92. 
Paroissien, David. “’Subdued by the Dyer’s Hand’: Dickens and Work in Bleak House.” Partial Answers  
  9.2 (June 2011): 285-95. 
Patten, Robert L. "Bleak House and the Literary Croesus." In Charles Dickens and His Publishers. Oxford: Oxford 
  UP, 1978. Rpt. Santa Cruz: The Dickens Project, 1991.  
Peltason, Timothy. "Esther's Will." ELH 59 (1992): 671-91. Rpt. in Tambling collection. 
Plotkin, David. "Home-Made Savages: Cultivating English Children in Bleak House." Pacific Coast Philology 32 
  (1997): 17-31. 
Polloczek, Dieter Paul. "The Marginal, the Equitable, and the Unparalleled: Lady Dedlock's Case in Dickens's 
  Bleak House." New Literary History 30 (1999): 453-78. 
Pritchard, Allan. "The Urban Gothic of Bleak House." Nineteenth-Century Literature 45 (1991): 432-52. 
Ragussis, Michael. "The Ghostly Signs of Bleak House." Nineteenth-Century Fiction 34 (1979): 253-80.  Rpt. In 
  Gilbert collection. 
Robbins, Bruce. "Telescopic Philanthropy: Professionalism and Responsibility in Bleak House." Nation and 
 Narration.  Ed. Homi Bhabha. London: Routledge, 1990. Rpt. in Tambling collection. 
Rose, Jonathan. "How Historians Study Reader Response; or, What Did Jo Think of Bleak House?" 
 Literature in the Marketplace: Nineteenth-Century British Publishing and Reading Practices. Ed. John O. 
 Jordan and Robert L. Patten. Cambridge, UK.: Cambridge UP, 1995. DJ 



Sadrin, Anny. Parentage and Inheritance in the Novels of Charles Dickens. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge UP,  
  1994. 
Samet, Elizabeth Dale. "'When Constabulary Duty's to Be Done': Dickens and the Metropolitan Police." Dickens 
  Studies Annual  27 (1998): 131-43. 
Schor, Hilary. Dickens and the Daughter of the House. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge UP, 1999.  
Shatto, Susan. The Companion to Bleak House. The Dickens Companions 3.  London and Boston: Unwin  
 Hyman, 1988. 
Smith, Grahame. Charles Dickens: Bleak House. Studies in English Literature. London: Edward Arnold, 1974. 
Stewart, Garrett. "The New Mortality of Bleak House." ELH 45 (1978), 443-87. Rpt. in Death Sentences: Styles of 
  Dying in British Fiction. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard UP, 1984. Rpt. in Bloom collection. 
Tambling, Jeremy, ed.  Bleak House. New Case Books. New York: St. Martin's, 1998. 
*Teukolsky, Rachel, “Pictures in Bleak Houses: Slavery and the Aesthetics of Transatlantic Reform.” ELH  76.2 
  (Summer 2009): 491-526. 
Thomas, Ronald "Making Darkness Visible: Capturing the Criminal and Observing the Law in Victorian 
 Photography and Detective Fiction." Victorian Literature and the Victorian Visual Imagination. Ed. Carol 
  T. Christ and John O. Jordan (Berkeley: U of California P, 1995).  
Thomas, Ronald. "Double Exposure: Arresting Images in Bleak House and The House of the Seven  
  Gables." Novel 31 (Fall 1997): 87-113. 
Toker, Leona. “Bleak House: ‘Not Quite So Straight, but Nearly.’” Eloquent Reticence: Withholding 
 Information in Fictional Narrative. Lexington: UP of Kentucky, 1993. 
Tracy, Robert. “Lighthousekeeping: Bleak House and the Crystal Palace.” Dickens Studies Annual: Essays on 
  Victorian Fiction 33 (2003): 25-53. 
Van Boheemen Saaf, Christine. "'The Universe Makes an Indifferent Parent': Bleak House and the 
 Victorian Family Romance." Interpreting Lacan. Ed. Joseph H. Smith and William Kerrigan. New Haven: 
  Yale UP, 1983. Rpt. in Tambling collection. 
Vanden Bossche, Chris R. “Class Discourse and Popular Agency in Bleak House.” Victorian Studies 47 (2004): 
 7-31. 
Welsh, Alexander. Dickens Redressed: the Art of Bleak House and Hard Times. New Haven: Yale University  
  Press, 2000.  
White, Allon. "Language and Location in Bleak House." Critical Quarterly 20, 1978:  73-89. Rpt. in  Carnival, 
 Hysteria and Writing: Collected Essays and Autobiography. Oxford: Clarendon, 1993). 
Wilkinson, Ann. "Bleak House: From Faraday to Judgment Day," ELH 34 (1967): 225-47. 
Wilt, Judith. "Confusion and Consciousness in Dickens's Esther." Nineteenth-Century Fiction 32   
  (December 1977): 285-309. Rpt. in Bloom collection. 
Zwerdling, Alex.  "Esther Summerson Rehabilitated." PMLA 88 (1978): 429-39. Rpt. in Bloom collection. 
 


