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Slugs Build National
Coalition

By Alex Lee & Stacy Leung

T hree days after the presidential elec-
tion, over 300 Asian American/ Pa-
cific Islander (AA/PI) student activists
from all over the nation gathered at Uni
versity Southern California for the ver
first National Asian American Studen
Conference (NAASCon). Aseries of in
spirational speakers from the Asia
American Community such as Warre “
Furutani, Angela Oh, Taz Ahmed, ang ﬂ. f . ; )
Glenn Omastu spoke throughout th{ 3 —==2Photo courtesy of Vay Hoal
three-day conference. Besides speake|.
the conference was organized into 7 pro
gram tracks with 5 workshops for each
track. All of these tracks focused on AsiarG D
Pacific American (APA) issues that al- Ot Fac u Ity
lowed students to learn from activist’s ex- ®
periences and build coalition. The proJudy Yung's retirement leaves gap in American Studies Department
gram tracks were Community Empow-
erment, Public Policy and LObbying’BvAsnlevllveda
Building Infrastructure and Maximizing
Resources on College Campuses, StUdeT he state of our education is alreadyith expertise to teach Asian Ameri-
Led Campaigns, APAIssues 101 and Stull in jeopardy due to budget cutscan Studies courses.
dentActivism, and Innovative StrategiesCourses in all departments have been American Studies in UCSC is
Over a dozen students represented Ugut back and offered less frequentlyequivalent to Ethnic Studies Depart-
Santa Cruz at the conference and wefkhe retirement of Judy Yung, Ameri-ments in other universities. The depart-
able to learn about other AA/PI coalitionscan Studies Professor who specializeghent aims to study the “United States
and experiences. Some attended worla Asian American History, has left aand its diverse peoples,” and to “gain
shops that explored various aspects ¢fuge gap in the department. This haan understanding of Americans from
coalition building. They covered a widedramatically impacted the Asianvarious social and cultural back-
range of topics, from the beginning stage&merican/Pacific Islander (AA/PI) grounds.” In order to maintain this
of a coalition to working with commu- community on campus as well as thgoal, both curriculum and faculty need

nity groups for social justice. education of all students attending UQo represent diverse faculty & research
The first workshop dealt with Santa Cruz. American Studies Departinterests. Kori Chen, Ethnic Student
Slugs cont. on pg 4 ment needs to hire permanent faculty Faculty cont. on pg. 6
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KC
the Badminton Club

Faculty Spotlight: KC Fung, Professor of Economics
By Natalie Chan

“e changed his major five times asnulticultural organization that would Professor of Economics who likes to eat
an undergraduate and traveled tget together weekly to cook and exsoup noodles and spicy food, whose fa-
various college campuses around thehange foods. KC remembers particivorite family tradition was playing fire-
globe as a visiting professor before hpating in competitions in the group tocrackers in Chinese New Year when he
settled at UCSC in 1989. KC Funggsee who could eat the spiciest food. was growing up, and plays foosball at
Professor of Economics, is an estab- Asice from his experiences in col-home with his two daughters, you can
lished faculty member as well as an adege, KC spends a lot of time travelingind KC playing badminton with the
tive supporter of organizations andand on the plane. KC's research inteBadminton Club on Tuesdays at the East
clubs that promote community on camest, international trade relations, hagield House and on Thursdays at the
pus. KC Fung earned his undergradusrought him to different parts of theWest Field gym.0

ate degree in Economics atworld. The longest plane ride he has

Swarthmore College in Philadelphiabeen on so far was 22 hours long. ) . .

and later earned his PhD at the Uni- KC Fung enjoys Economics the HRSianAmerican/Pacific Islander

versity of Wisconsin-Madison. Kwok- most out of all the majors he pursuet

Chiu,XKC,” sticks with his initials be- in his undergraduate experience be Year End

cause he was nicknamed by his roontause it is relevant, fun and combine

mate after the group, KC and the Sunthe sciences and humanities. He als Ceremony

shine Band during his stay atlikes UCSC the most out of all the col-

© o o o o o o o o o o o o

Swarthmore College. leges and universities he has visited be

In addition to acquiring a new cause it is stimulating, there are a lo Help plan the event:
name, KC was also introduced to hi®f different points of view, it's a great entertainment,
favorite sport—badminton. Until re-place to live and is a good place to di food,
cently, KC had played badminton withresearch. His current research focuse programming,
the same racket for 30 years, which hen foreign multinational investment publicity,
received from the friends who first in-abroad in China and Asia. He is curi: emcee,
troduced the sport. It is not official,ous and concerned about the rise ¢ and more!

but KC might be the most dedicatedChina’s economy and its impacts or

member of the_ badminton team atatin Americ_a. e ‘1__—__._‘:'-:,
UCSC. “About six or seven years ago, KC contributes a great amount tc e '

| started to go play badminton. Morethe academic arena of UCSC, but als ‘ e DS

than half of the time, no one showedonsistently supports the social aspe« e, VA 11)

up... just to keep court, | would put upby attending receptions, events, work = i e
the net and walk around.” Now, when-shops, and other gatherings sponsore i ﬁ"“ﬂ“ﬁ!’}

ever he has time, KC enjoys playindgy student organizations as well as th
badminton with the Badminton ClubAsian American/ Pacific Islander Re- If you'd like to get involved contact:

on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and someource Center. He supports these o AA/PIRC @ 459-5349
times even on the weekends. ganizations because he feels that it | )

KC describes Swarthmore Collegémportant to have support groups ant e-mail aapirc@ucsc.edu
as small but diverse during the time o# place to socialize.
his attendance. He wasvolved in a If you want to know more about the
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+®t If you love. .

e
Faculty Spotlight: Renee Tajima-Pefia,
Professor of Community Studies

By Jean Ho

“ CSC is a campus filled with amazingmoved to the Los Angeles area where s
professors. Among all these professongsided until she went to college at Harvar
only a small percentage of them are Asialhere, she participated in numerou
American/Pacific Islanders (AA/PI), andprotests, one of which demanded ethn
Renee Tajima-Pefia is one of them. All  knewtudies courses from the Dean. “We wante
of her prior to the interview was that she wat start learning about our own historie§Nayne Wang, a fimmaker who directed an-
a filmmaker, and little did | know that shefor once, not just European and American o :

. . S . ~ : other favorit€Chan is Missingalso influenced
was such a big part of the Asian Americahistories,” Tajima-Pefia stated. While sh er. Her feature-length documentayho
movement. As a film major, | was familiarcontinued with her studies at Harvard, ShRillé d Vincent Chin%s a film that exposed
with her documentariedly America (or co-founded the East Coast Asian Studen ‘

. . . S fth I f27-
Honk if You Love BuddhandWho Killed Union (ECASU) [which is now called Eastfjg gﬁr(:sgi%érii;rzu\tz‘ngﬁdgﬁ] " rgjj '
Vincent Chin?l then learned that she co-Coast Asian American Student Union ' )

X o : he Vincent Chin case in the paper, and
founded national organizations and was @ECAASU)], one of the earliest AA/PI about t, e ' papet,
. : . S . couldn’t believe the final charges. Then, | just
prominent figure in the development of thedorganizations that promoted Asian, . : . .
. > . . L . decided to make a film about it,” explained
Asian American community. Through pro-American student activism, unity, intercol-

i . . h . . Taima-Pefia. Her documentary was featured
tests, filmmaking, and producing, Tajimaiegiate networking, and empowermen ama vy

- ) . n numerous film festivals, won “Best Docu-
Peqao!eyelqpeda_vmce_ thatspok‘e ogtfig_al(m/vw.ecaasu.org). mentary” in some of them, and was even
social injustice. Figuratively, her “voice” is  After completing her undergraduate de-

- . i . . i fi A Award in 1989.
like an 18-wheeler’s honk that gets all the cagrees in East Asian Studies and Somologg,()ﬂr;?;ig r? éri;ﬁ Cgaldg?ﬁ/k e aijrg eI? c a?jgg;?lt
around it to surge forward. Tajima-Pefia started getting involved in com- . ,h ki K :
Tajima-Pefia is a Sansei (third generamunity-based media, and was the first palﬁ1 the headlights of a honking truck. Meeting

. . . A r left me thinking about my own experi-

tion Japanese American), who grew up ostaff member of Asian Cinevision. Through er left ng Yy OWn EXpert
. ; L2 o i . =~ ences and contributions as an Asian Ameri-

the north side of Chicago, lllinois, rightthis job position, she organized the Asian

) ) : . . : o can, and the opportunities that | may now have

near Wrigley Field. She lived in a largeAmerican Film Festival in New York, and Pporin Y :
) : e because of activists like her. She is a moving
Japanese American community that waskycotted racist films. She also helped staétn d empowering Asian American woman
result of the Internment Camps of WWII.the National Asian American Telecommuni-

i - speaking out for social justiCEhree honks
“After the war, a lot of them felt that they cations Association, NAATAyhere she got fp g n ~J
\ ) . . - ) or Renee Tajima-Pefia! HONK HONK
couldn't stay on the west coast, so they athvolved in media activism. Her film ca- HONK! O
moved to Chicago,” Tajima-Pefia reflectedteer began in the 1980s and was partofthe™
When she was young, she read everythirggcond wave of Asian American filmmak-Students should take advantage of her lectures and
Tennessee Wiliams wrote. As she grewrs to come out of the 60s and 70s. HEY, ~F community Studies. She currently teaches
’ g . . : MMU 100B, Theory and Practice of Media and
older, she read a lot of Charles Bukowsknfluence came from Martin Scorsese, Wh@ocial Change, and CMMU 180, Video Production

and Carlos Bulosan. At age 8, Tajima-Pef@irected her favorite film Good Fellas of the Social Documentary.

T T T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTEN

Asian American/Pacific Islander

Heritage Month Planning Committee
Ms eve

Get involved in : 553 "EE“S '“l" : Thursday '

> creating events . ‘ e . 7:30-9:00pm

> organizing events . Help to... . o

> publicizing : - represent the diverse Asian American/ thnic Resource

> designing logos - Pacific Islander community : enters Lounge
and themes : - combine our roots with our identities of today -

| e S
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Slugs cont. from pg 1 down myths and provided helpful ways  Students came to the conference
building a coalition, scenarios involvingof building coalitions with Gay, Lesbian, not only to attend workshops, but also
disagreements among various student dgisexual, Transgender (GLBT) and reli4o network. Some of us were able to
ganizations, and resolving issues witlgious communities on campus. The lasthare experiences, challenges, and
funding and campus administration. Eviworkshop seemed to be the most helguccess with a student intern of a
eryone in that workshop worked in smalful. Two students facilitated the workshogJCLA Asian American student coa-
groups and learned from role-playingthat focused on building a coalitionlition that has been active for well over
This also created a dialogue opportunitpmong a very diverse Asian Americanthirty years. We were able to learn
for participants who faced the same prolPacific Islander community. It slowly about their structure and what they had
lems in their respective campuses. In theecame a dialogue where students sharddne to build and strengthen their coa-
following workshop, a panel of activistsstrategies that worked and didn’t worklition. Some of those techniques
shared their working experiences witiMany of these challenges of coalitioncould be implemented to strengthen
labor and student organizations. The nexiuilding come from different back- the Asian Pacific Islander Coalition
two workshops, student presenters brokgrounds and beliefs. (APIC) at UCSC.O

Denise Uyehara

Denise Uyehara

Denise Uyehara

Jafanede _/4mer£can &ua’em‘ _/4550c£ufion

REMEMBRANCE

Cinemafic /ezprwentaﬁon o/ I%e Japanede _/4mem'can jnfemmem‘ &perience an evenin g of excerpts
and conversation
with performing artist
Denise Uyehara

TrurspAy, FEBRUARY 17, 2005 February 1, 2005
CotLeGe 9/10 MurTi-PURPOSE ROOM ’ 7:00pm
7:00 - 10:00 pwm Merrill Cultural Center

Contact JASA: jasaucsc@yahoo.com

Multicultural Career Conference
“Alumni & Students Keepin'’ it Real - Step by Step”

== Saturday, Fehruary 26, 2005 ENTERTAINMENT!

== 11am- opm PRrizes!
== Stevenson Event Center Foob!

e-mail: mcc@ucsc.edu
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How Do Your Parents Show Their Love
For You?

Ayuri Terada

“They tell me, and send me lots
of care packages.”

Andrew Ting
“Well, they just buy me stuff.”

Ana Chow
“They ask me questions about school
and life...they pretty much want to
know what’s up.”

-They ask if I've eaten and if | haven’t they make sure | eat something Ap

-They ask if | need money to get something to eat..

-They cook something for me and pressuring me into eating it even thou

| said | was full.
-They tell me to eat a lot but not too much so | don't get fat.

-How about hardly!

Biokk

AP Performers include:

:— L EADERSHIP

: mes WORKSHOP

| s SERIES

Organizing An Event
Learn how to make a time line,
delegate tasks, and plan an evel
step-by-step! |
TuesdayJan. 25, 12-1:30 pm |
@ Bay Tree Conf. Rm C |
|
|
|
|

t

Wednesdayjan. 26, 12-1:30 pm
@ Bay Tree Conf. Rm B

Facilitation Skills

Want to know techniques to hold ajp

efficient and productive meeting?
TuesdayFeb. 8, 12-1:30 pm I
@ € Lounge I

Wednesdayk-eb. 9, 12-1:30 pm

@ € Lounge :
o

Lunar New Year

: (f ANQUET
We _n esday, March 2
6: 30 10: 0
Stevenson F.Jv‘? enter

The fogus of the banqu tis to
celebrate the Lunar New Year.andsalso {q
bring peoplé from the UC mmunity

and the Sal q*s’r‘-ruz ity

7 ether for a night of
;fe?’\tertgnmént food, andfun. |

\fetnamese Student Association (VSA)
| traditional dance troupe,
the Filiping Student Association (FSA)
hﬁ)dance troupe,
CSA Hip Hop, Lion Dance, Wushu, and
many other performances.
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Opinion
Faculty cont. from pg. 1 can Studieswas the first Ethnic Stud- sure that students are able to learn
Organization Council Intern expressedies class they took because it was natbout this [AA/PI] history, especially
“If the goal of the department is tooffered in high school, and gave thenbecause we are a growing group on the
present this multitude of experiencesthe opportunity to understand theicampus,” Kori Chen, third year. In
there need to be hired faculty memberswn Asian American identity. Many 2003-2004, AA/PI students constituted
to make sure these experiences délt motivated to further explore their18% of the college campus, a humber
underrepresented groups, that have hastory after the taking the course. Jeathat is growing — not only on campuses
rich American history, are taught andHo, a second year, said, “ | became sout also in the nation. Due to this
heard.” The department does not meehuch more aware of AA/PI historicalgrowing population, it is crucial that
its mission when courses specific tdackground in the United States. Afteour university offer courses on and
Asian American Studies are not oftaking that class, | felt empowered.” about this population for the benefit of
fered, and faculty with expertise in individuals who identify with this com-
Asian American Studies are absent. Kk rkkx munity, and also for those who are out-
Courses are not completely lack- ., . side of the community. All students
ing this year. The department did hire |.t.|s extrgmely necess.ary to should have access to courses on Asian
a lecturer to teaclspects of Asian facilitate this role of making sure  american and Pacific Islanders be-
American CulturandAsian American that students are able to learn abougause that is the education we are be-
Literature and Culture: Memories of this [AA/PI] history, especially  ing promised by the University. There-
War. However, foundation coursesbecause we are a growing group orfore, it is significant to hire an Asian

such asntroduction to Asian Ameri- the campus” American Studies tenured faculty
can Studieswas not offered. The In- member in the American Studies de-
troduction class has functioned as a * Kk K Kk partment

gateway for students and often inspired
them to continue in the field or pursue Judy Yung made great contribu- Ways To Get Involved...

research interests in the area. The ufions to the AA/PlI community by be- ® \Wite a letter to the
availability of the Introduction courseing an integral community member. (D:ﬁa" c:“Humanmes or
ancellor

this year alone denied hundreds of stuiBhe displayed tremendous support for
dents a primary opportunity to learnstudents and student organizations,
ing about the history, struggles, and acactively participating within the com-
complishments of an extremely impormunity and being a mentor. In addition; e Start talking with your friends
tant American population—a popula-she enriched the classroom experienceé  and professors about this situ-
tion that is continuously left out of by bringing in vast amounts of experi- ation.

American history, or just simply ence, knowledge and research in the

brushed over in the basic education thajeld, in part due to her tenure status.  ® contact the Asian American/
most students receive prior to collegeFurthermore, “it is extremely neces- Pacific Islander Resource
For many/ntroduction to Asian Ameri- sary to facilitate this role of making OGRSk A ek

to express your concern for the
current situation.

American Studies Fcult
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Winter Calendar of Events
anuary

L -1 Leadership Series I: Funding/Budget Proposals Workshop 12- 1:30 pm @ Bay Tree Conference RoomjC
- b A -12 Leadership Mixer 4-6 pm @ ERC Lounge
: -14 Leadership Series I: Funding/Budget Proposals Workshop 12-1:30 pm @ Bay Tree Conference Ragpm C
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